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Synopsis

This book, by one of the first and foremost authorities on contract bridge, is regarded as the classic
exposition of playing strategy. Practically all variations of play, both in attack and in defense, are

explained and illustrated in it.
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Customer Reviews

Every accomplished bridge player has a copy of this book, but don’t expect them to lend it to you.
This is the oldest and most comprehensive guide to understanding the cards. There is a wealth of
information on suit combinations, basic strategies, and other principles of declarer play. You won't
be able to read it in a weekend, or even a month, so plan to take it slowly and study each chapter
carefully. A bestseller for over 65 years. My mother gave me this book almost 40 years ago, and |

still find valuable information in it.

This is a good book overall, and is generally considered a classic. However, it takes the reader
through each deal in excruciating detail. Having said that, | have heard it being said that if you have
the patience to go through it a few times(!!), you learn by "osmosis", and your game does go up a
level. Meanwhile, for us mere mortals, Victor Mollo’s "Card Play Technique" (also a classic) is much,
much better. | have read that book cover-to-cover many times, and still learn every time | read it.
Both are classics, but the difference is that Mollo’s book reads like a modern well-written textbook,

complete with review questions and answers.

The Play of the Hand remains one of the definitive books on declarer play and defense. It's a



excellent reference and well worth reading if you want to improve your game.Unfortunately wading
through it is something of a chore... it's rather dry. Unless you’re serious about "studying" bridge,
this book probably isn’t for you. Try "Card Play Technique" by Victor Mollo -- it's equally thorough,

covers many of the same topics and is written in wonderfully engaging and humorous prose.

| have 40 bridge books. This one teaches you the 90% of bridge, and all the others the rest 10%.

Top classic.

Believe the reviews--this book cannot be overrated. It is far and away the best book ever written on
playing the hand at bridge. It is encyclopedic and appropriate for experienced and novice players

alike.

There is no other book comparable to this book for learning, improving and reviewing. | bought this
book 30 years ago and | still go back and read some of the advanced chapters. Although the book
is a little wordy, it pays to concentrate on what Watson is saying, if you are really interested in being

a good bridge player.

Watson’s "Play of the Hand" is simply the best book from which to learn the fundamentals of card
play. The presentation of basic card technique is clear, concise, and complete. Even though the
original was written in the 1930’s, the book remains astonishingly comprehensive. Even nearly 70
years later, the concepts presented in this work remain sound.I’'m mostly a spades player, saving
Bridge for later in my life. This book applies to Spades nearly as much as it does to Bridge. In fact,
for any serious Spades player, | really recommend this book.Learn how to play Bridge from a

genius. Learn how to play from Louis Watson.

This book is the best-ever discussion of declarer play. Broken up into two sections (basics and
advanced), it takes the reader from absolute first principles (the meaning of rank, and promotion) to
expert plays (squeezes, etc.) Learn this book and you’ll never need another book on play of the
hand.Because the book was written early in the century, the writing style is slightly strange to
modern readers, but shouldn’t pose a problem for the interested student.
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